
Leaving France 
It rained constantly overnight and remained 
a very dreary morning as we made our way 
south to the Pyrenees. The drive was 
nevertheless quite interesting. We were not 
able to linger as we normally would but the 
drive was through lush rural countryside. 
The bright coloured rape crops were stark 
against the deep green wheat and dark 
brown ploughed fields. Water was rushing 
everywhere and we had to detour a couple 
of times due to local flooding.  Some of the 
villages we passed through had remnants of 
earlier days with an original cathedral or 
estate mansion. Agen and Tarbes were stand 
out towns. Agen’s aqueduct, with boats 
plying the channel high overhead, was 
impressive, In the main though, most 
villages we passed through needed sprucing 
up and a lick of paint or render.

The last 100kms winding through the 
foothills of the Pyrenees was really 
magnificent. Snow could still be seen on the 
highest peaks. When we finally drove out of 
the 9kms long Col-de-Somport tunnel, 
Spain greeted us with very bight sunlight 
and appreciably warmer air. Our overnight 
camp site is on the side of a steep slope in 
the Pyrenees. We are so looking forward to 
better weather and what Spain, a country 
we have not experienced has to offer.

NO IDEA  Found these gnarled specimens in 
the fruit section of a French supermarket. Not 
sure if you juice them, squeeze them, peel them 
or feed them to the pigs. Google please.

FOR THE IMPATIENT  Great idea. Counts 
down the minutes in seconds until the light 
goes green. Then its whoosh - off the French 
drivers go leaving Australians in their wake.
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