
Glorious Morning 
Spanish days have been warm and sunny 
but early mornings are still fairly nippy. We 
woke early, donned our jackets and instead 
of taking our bikes we decided to walk to 
Alquezar.  The walk was all uphill and at the 
top we saw a number of motorhomes free 
camping in the car park. We vowed that 
next time we will check carefully before we 
pay E16 to stay at a caravan park.

Around the next corner a fabulous scene 
was revealed - the ancient hilltop town of 
Alquezar. Down the many stairs we went 
and we checked out as many narrow side 
streets as we could. This place is a hidden 
gem - really well done and classy. The stone 
masons and concreters have been doing a 
wonderful job. The place is clean and tidy 
and there are little nooks and crannies for 
people to sit and contemplate everywhere. 
The castle at the very peak of the 
mountain, was very impressive. Being so 
early it was not open however. To our 
surprise nothing opens here till 10.30 - not 
even the bakery. The aroma of freshly 
baking bread was pure torture. The shops 
here only open from 10.30 to 13.30 and 
then 5.30 to 8pm. We will have to work our 
itinerary around these times!! After almost 
2 hours in Alquezar we only saw 2 people 
walking, 2 roofers, 3 cars and a dog sniffing 
every tree in town. Spain works on its own 
time.

TOO CLOSE AND PERSONAL Perfect place 
to take a rest (on the lap of this statue) but the 
photo comes out as though the statue is trying 
to breast feed.

CLEVER HIDDEN DRAINAGE  Holes in gutter 
over the drainage channel means that the road 
appears to be flat but excess water drains away 
very quickly.
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Alquezar 
Alquezar is strategically located overlooking a deep ravine. The Arabs 
originally built a citadel on this site in the 9th century but it was 
conquered in 1099 and was converted to a monastery. 

As was evidenced by the many shops offering tours, the town is the 
centre of a booming “canyoning” industry. People dress in wet suits and 
climb down the ravine through water and over rocks. Not for us. The 
area also attracts hikers as there are a number of fabulous walks around 
the area. If there is to be a “next time” for us, we would stay here and 
sample some of these walks.

HAM ON THE BONE  Never seen this 
before - Spanish supermarket with huge legs 
of cured ham ready to be taken home and 
devoured. 



,

SIGHTS

The drive from Alquezar to the next attraction that Heather had 
identified on our ever growing list, was through vast expanses of lush 
crops gradually changing to a more scruffy landscape with rocky outcrops 
and stunted trees. We saw very few domesticated animals. However, much 
to our great pleasure we did spy a gaggle of numerous very large birds 
circling above us. Because we were on a very quite road we were able to 
stop and watch their antics.  There were about 14 of them.. Raptors 
(eagles). They were really massive birds. We have never seen anything like 
it - something that will stay in our memories.

Sos del Rey Catolico 
Like Alquezar, Sos del Rey Catolico is an old medieval hill town. The 
town’s greatest claim to fame is that it was the birthplace of Ferdinand II 
who unified Spain. It is a glorious maze of twisting cobbled lanes that 
wriggle between dark stone houses with deeply overhung wooden eaves. 
We arrived there early afternoon, parked our van, and decided to stroll 
around. Very little sun penetrated the streets. The place was quite eerie 
and dark. Unfortunately we had arrived at siesta time and it felt like we 
were walking through a cemetery. The only people we saw the whole time 
ere were here were two old men sitting on one of the park benches.

We are camped tonight on the northern coast at Zarautz.  The camp is 
placed high on the cliffs with great views out to the Atlantic.  After 
arriving at about 6.30 we went for an enjoyable stroll along the cliff tops.  
Since arriving in Spain, all of the evenings have been extremely pleasant.  
No wonder the locals don’t emerge until late.   

We have chosen this place to give us a starting point for our journey west 
along the coast. We have decided that we will avoid all of the bigger 
centres such as San Sebastian, This is Basque Country. We are looking 
forward to what it has in store for us. ROCK TOO HARD TO REMOVE
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