
Dreary Day 
Bleak weather has a tendency to put a 
damper on things and they say that the north 
western part of Spain enjoys quite a bit of 
rain, especially in this part of the year.  True to 
form, as soon as Heather headed us west 
along the coast, it started to drizzle. With a 
serious detour blocking our way we had no 
option but to navigate on the minor road 
network. It was rather nice to drive up and 
down and around the winding valleys through 
little villages. There were interesting moments 
when we looked up to see the the freeway 
flying high over our heads. It must be said that 
even the most minor roads we have used are 
excellent quality in Spain. The freeways are 
amazing too. 

With the rain becoming more intense we 
knew that our day would probably end up to 
be one of viewing the sights from the van 
rather than doing what we love doing - 
walking or riding. I love driving and today was 
quite pleasant but the scenery we passed 
through was nondescript and at times rather 
bland. The villages we saw were somewhat 
quaint but most needed a little bit of 
attention. So our day was punctuated by 
searching for strange “sheds”, Sig’s short, 
short haircut, familiar trees gone feral and lots 
of rain. The familiar trees, by the way, are 
plantations of eucalypts. Much of the country 
around here is covered with them.

FACE CREAM  At least Heather got it right this 
time. Last time she purchased what she thought 
was hair conditioner and used it on her hair.  
Yuk. Face cream on hair is hard to wash off.

SPANISH SHED  We saw these 
everywhere today - all shapes and sizes and 
made from different materials. We have no 
idea what they are used for. Food storage?
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Gringos 
We did not know what to expect 
from Spain. It is a country that we 
have wanted to visit but it was not 
our first option - not sure why. We 
were told that English is not 
spoken much - something we now 
certainly appreciate. Maybe it’s us 
but people seem to be less inclined 
t o i n i t i a t e o r c o n t i n u e 
conversations in our sign language. 
It’s probably our fault that we have 
not made more effort to learn 
more than a few words. Spain does 
have a reputation as a culture that 
“loves” its food. Not being foodies, 

or wine buffs for that matter, does 
not help our socialisation with the 
locals either. Spaniards seem to be 
as perplexed with us as much as 
we are with them. Yesterday, I tried 
to start a conversation with a 
fisherman on the wharf and he 
totally ignored me. Today we were 
riding our bikes through a old 
centre of  Viverio and came across 
a pub where the locals (mainly 
men) were drinking and making 
merry. We got the looks all right. 
“Gringos” we heard them say. 
Maybe it was our dorky looking  
bikes! Even our friends laugh at 
them.

DUMP POINT  When we first saw this sign 
years ago we thought is was only a van poo 
dump point but we soon discovered it was 
more than that. Free camping!!
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IMAGESGalicia 
We are in the province of Galicia.  
H e re i s s o m e i n t e re s t i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t H e a t h e r 
discovered. Although being part of 
mainland Spain, Galicia is situated 
in the corner of the country with 
its borders facing open sea to the 
north and the west, Portugal to 
the south and a further Spanish 
district “Asturias” to the east.  
Thus it is fairly isolated from the 
rest of Spain. Galicians regard 
themselves as “Celtic” in origin 
rather than “Latino” or “Hispanic”.  
They are regarded as the “poorer” 

cousins of the southerners. The 
first language here is not the 
common one spoken throughout 
the rest of Spain and would you 
believe bagpipes are a traditional 
instrument!  We would love to 
hear and see their singing and 
dancing but honestly do not know 
how to go about this. It is 
extremely hard to get info like this 
because we can’t converse with 
the great majority of people and 
advertising literature is usually only 
in Spanish. I suppose this is where 
tours have an advantage. We will 
get to them no doubt, in our very 
old age!!
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