
Santiago de Compostela 
We needed to get up early today to give 
ourselves ample time to visit Santiago de 
Compostela, one of Spain’s premier World 
Heritage sites. When we opened our blinds 
the early morning light on the harbour 
made the early rise worth while. The drive 
in to the town was enhanced by the mist 
hanging over the valleys. At one point we 
could not see anything below us but clouds 
as we drove over an expansive bridge. We 
directed the GPS to a caravan park only 2 
kms away from the city centre and wriggled 
our way successfully through the road 
system. We figured this would solve our 
parking problem (Santiago is notorious for 
lack of parking). Heather had also booked a 
midday tour of the cathedral roof so we 
needed to arrive in good time. I soon found 
out why the roof tour is usually booked out 
in advance.

We duly arrived at the park and hopped on  
our bikes as the weather deteriorated (yet 
again). The rain held off until we got into 
the old town proper. We locked up our 
bikes against a metal fence and went 
exploring. After some meandering about 
looking for appropriate signage we finally 
located the starting point for our pre-
booked tour and wandered around the 
narrow streets before it commenced. We  
noticed lots of people with walking sticks 
and packs going to the front of the 
cathedral. We presumed they were finishing 
their trek. Lots of photos were being taken.

FREE CAMPING  Right in the heart of the 
town on the docks. Snug in our little home 
we watched the passing parade as we ate our 
evening meal.  Very secure and its all free.

SITTING ON THE CATHEDRAL ROOF  
Not sure if Heather was trying to get out of 
the wind, needed a sit down from tiredness 
or was asking me for toilet paper.
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The Cominos 
There are a number of well know hiking and riding treks that end at the 
cathedral in Santiago De C. The Cominos (trails), as they are called, 
originated as medieval pilgrimages. The bones of St James, the apostle, are 
believed to be buried in the Cathedral. That is originally why the pilgrims 
came.  Today I think walking the trail is more something to achieve.  For 
many I suppose it is still religious. The most popular of the many different 
paths to Santiago de C is along the northern coast of Spain from the 
French border, some 783kms. It is roughly where we have driven. The 
cathedral itself is extremely ornate, a splendid jumble of moss covered 
spires and statues. The building is immense to say the least.  All you can 
do is stand there and gawk at it like everyone else does. The church is in 
the process of being cleaned (it looks like it needs a regular scrub or 
vegetation will take over). Unfortunately for us the two major spires 
were covered in scaffolding and blue shade cloth. The current cleaning 
process is not expected to be finished till 2021.

EARLY MORNING  The mist in the morning 
on the drive in to Santiago de C was a little 
eerie. Little traffic and very little to see in 
terms of landscape. Too early for everyone?

EARLY MORNING VIEW FROM OUR VAN



,

IMAGES
And so it was time to go on our 
visit to the cathedral roof. We 
decided to do this because Lonely 
Planet said it is a “must do”.  
Unfortunately our tour was in 
Spanish and so we did not get the 
entire benefit of the guides 
knowledge. However just being 
taken to spots that the general 
public cannot normally access was 
tremendous.  We climbed up into 
the gallery high above the main 
part of the church where a service 
was in progress. Listening to the 
music from up high was great. The 
guide did tell us in English that we 
were in the spot where, in years 
gone by, the pilgrims were allowed 
to sleep. This spot also now houses 
some strange, very large dummies 
that are used in parades. It would 
be interesting to be able to 
understand why such strange 
things are used in religious rites!  
They looked quite scary. From 
there the guide took us to the 
roof of the cathedral - we kid you 
not - actually ON the roof. We 
clambered over it for about half an 
hour. We could see the plazas 
below around the perimeter of the 
building and a very large part of 
larger Santiago in the distance.  

After finishing on the roof we 
briefly toured around the inside of 
the cathedral. Like similar buildings 

of it’s ilk, it is extremely ornate and 
huge (8,300 square meters). We 
did not go into many of the 
chapels because we could see that 
a lot of people were seriously 
engaged in religious devotions. We 
did not want to disturb them.

After this it was time for lunch.  
This was one of the few occasions 
where we have eaten out. We 
chose a small cafe and enjoyed the 
Galician pie served up to us. We 
had a great chat with a Scot who 
was sitting on the next table. He 
must have been about our age and 
had just finished his walk. He said 
he met many Australians during his 
comino. Australians were in the 
top three in terms of number of 
walkers on the trail. After our meal 
we continued to wander around 
the town enjoying the confusion of 
streets.Lovely buildings, clean 
streets and enough people to give 
it a great ambiance.

After retrieving our bikes we 
not i ced tha t someone had 
removed our little camera pouches 
that we had zip-locked to our 
handle bars.  Nice to think that the 
only time we have ever been 
robbed on all our travels over the 
years was in a religious town next 
to a cathedral!
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