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Guimaraes 
We visited 3 of Portugal’s finest towns 
today. Guimaraes is pure class, Amarante is 
drop dead gorgeous and Aveiro has its own 
unique charm.

We drove in to Guimaraes early and after 
some searching we were directed to a  
parking space by a sympathetic attendant. It 
was only when he asked to be paid did we 
realise that this was an example of the 
local “mafia”. We paid the parking fee and 2 
Euro “protection” money so that our van 
would not be “tampered with” while we 
were visiting the local sights. Extortion 
exists everywhere. Its better to simply pay 
up and hope that nothing bad happens. It 
didn’t. Our two hours in Gumaraes was a 
pure delight. The little shops were 
particularly classy and we purchased a few 
things which I must admit I liked. We 
trundled through the town squares and 
narrow back streets. The place looked very 
loved with flower boxes and beautifully 
finished facades. One interesting feature 
that we are now seeing is decoration using 
tiles. Some of this is just in the form of 
small decorations, but on other buildings it 
covers entire walls. Lots of people were 
milling around. School kids were there 
obviously completing assignments. We rode 
our bikes to the top of the hill and took a 
peek inside the old castle ruins. The other 
“castle” is now the presidential palace. 
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Amarante 
Amarante sits astride a river with a 
g rand a rched s tone br idge 
providing access to both sides of 
the old city. We strolled along the 
willow-lined river banks and 
enjoyed the view of the bridge. We 
then went up onto and over the 
bridge to briefly walk through the 
old town. The town enjoys some 
small degree of fame for being the 
hometown of Sao Goncalo - 
Portugal’s St Valentine. People make 
pilgrimages here in the hope of 
finding true love!

Aviero 
Heather was very keen to keep off 
the highways and follow the valleys 
down to our overnight stop. 
Unfortunately we lost our way and 
because it was going to take too 
long we gave the GPS its head again 
and told it to take toll roads. 2 
hours later and 12 Euro lighter we 
found Aviero. This town has been 
described as a little Venice so we 
rode our bikes along the canal for a 
short distance and observed funny 
looking long boats taking people 
for rides along the numerous 
channels that wind through the city.
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