
Costa Nova 
We decided this morning that while 
we had good internet from this 
caravan park that we should 
upgrade our GPS. To our surprise 
once we started the process it 
informed us that it needed 5 hours 
to do this job. So…we decided to 
stay here for the day and do a few 
other things also - exciting things 
like washing the linen and giving the 
van a clean. It has actually been very 
pleasant. We started the day by 
leaving the GPS to do it’s thing and 
go for a ride back to a very 
interesting town we saw on the way 
in yesterday.  9kms down a very well 
made walking/cycling path we 
arrived back in Costa Nova. What a 
great place. As you can see from the 
photos it is extremely well done.  

We think that it is a lovely variation 
on what was probably traditional 
decoration. We saw numerous 
houses in the back streets that had 
obviously not recently been done 
up. They were covered in tiles of 
v a r i o u s d e g r e e s o f 
“floweryness” (sic).  They are not to 
our taste, but in situ, in this locality, 
they look great. We wonder if this 
use of tiles as decoration is a hang 
over from the days of the Moors 
domination. We saw lots of this in 
Turkey. The ones that have obviously 
been done up in the candy strip 
patterns are mainly painted wood.  
However, more than one or two of 
them are done with tiles!  They look 
superb.  All Sig could say is that the 
houses would never have to be 
painted.

This little town does not seem to 
be frightened of edgy architecture.  
The new church we went into was a 
most interesting design, inside and 
out Great acoustics and very nice 
modern stained glass windows. The 
nearby community recreation 
centre that is under construction, 
does not have a straight wall!

We have only been in Portugal 
three days but here are a few first 
impressions: most people speak 
English (it is their second language 
at school); the general housing stock 
is of a higher quality than we saw in 
Spain; the towns don’t seem to be 
deserted (as many of the Spanish 
ones were); even the countryside is 
quite densely settled; most of the 
spare green space is given over to 
gardens and trained grape vines; the 
road system is not as good as Spain.

THREE GONGS  Church’s circular 
interior made the acoustics totally 
unbelievablely sharp. Heather’s rendition 
of “Kookaburra sits on the old gum tree” 
nearly bought a tear to my eye but I only 
heard 3 gongs from the church bell.

GROOVY DESIGN  We thought this building 
was a bus stop but its the edgy looking info 
centre. We were very impressed but the green 
slimy pool water was concerning.
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RECONSTRUCTION  Building totally 
demolished except for the a tottering facade. 
Probably a passionate heritage preservation 
officer putting his foot down. Looked fake.



PHOTOS

UNUSUAL CHURCH DESIGN

WHY USE ONE TILE WHEN 
YOU CAN USE THOUSANDS
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TRADITIONAL OLD CHAPEL
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ROUNDABOUTS  The Portuguese and Spanish 
try to outdo each other for innovative 
roundabouts. We saw all sorts of weird designs. 
Almost makes you want to drive around them a 
few times.

CHATA BOAT  Fascinating unique local design. 
Simple construction with high prow but 
extremely low sides and almost flat bottom - 
very effective to go through local marshes.

HUTS?  We thought these modern huts on 
the foreshore were traditional bathing huts. It 
seems Council got sick of the crap stored by 
fishermen so they erected these to clean up 
the eyesore.


