
Mountain Village 
The plan today was to drive south around 
the southern tip of the Sierra Nevada and 
to turn east into them to visit some 
hilltop towns. The scenery was one of 
olive trees growing in every nook and 
cranny. The land was very hilly and 
dishevelled looking. It actually looked very 
sad. Over-used. More than a little abused. 

We stopped at Orgiva to do a quick shop 
and find an ATM and then drove up the 
14kms to Pampaneira, the first of 3 white 
hill towns. We had a very pleasant, relaxed 
hour there. It’s main claim to fame is it’s 
location and the specialist local craft of 
chocolate making. Right on for Sig - the 
number one chocoholic in Australia! We 
did sample the chocolate and admired 
other specialist products (particularly 
rugs made in a nearby village). We walked 
the steep streets and admired the way 
they had been adapted to shed the water 
that must pour through here with the 
melting of the snows There were great 
views to the snow streaked peaks above. 
We decided one town was enough and 
then headed towards our destination for 
the night - our most southerly point in 
Spain - Cabo de Gata. 

ROOF  No worries about having to replace 
roof tiles here. Its dirt and crushed rock. Will 
last a lifetime. The only concern is the black 
plastic underlay to stop the roof leaking.

OLIVE TREES  Not a blade of grass to be 
seen between the rows on this steep slope. 
We imagine what erosion would occur when 
it rains heavily, Given this is semi desert, it 
probably seldom rains I suppose.
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SCARY  The only sign we saw in English. 
Guess they really waned us to know to keep 
out! Is this sign scary or not? Not really. What 
was really scary was the ghostly hand image 
made by an Australian lass from Brisbane as 
she took this photo. 
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SNOW COVERED SIERRA NEVADA MOUNTAINS

SWITCHBACK MOUNTAIN ROAD AHEAD

LOCAL SPECIALITY -  WOOLLEN RUGS 

The 36km drive south to get to the main 
road, was the highlight of our day. We got 
above the “abuse” line and appreciated an 
area that had not been as cruelly treated. 
We got great views over this extremely 
dry area. As we reached the coast we were 
greeted with spectacularly blue water. 
Unfortunately this was counterbalanced as 
we got to the coast road, by masses of 
plastic-covered, hot house structures. 
Apparently this area is the “salad-bowl of 
Europe.” Unfortunately this activity does 
not make for a green, clean landscape. 
Awful plastic flapping structures dotted the 
area. The whole region was also very 
smoggy. We did see lots of this smog on 
the Granda side too. We think it could be 
something to do with with dust from the 
very crumbly limestone.The area is 
massively over-cultivated. Not an area for 
asthmatics! We are now camped near Cabo 
de Gata, described as “dramatic and wild”! 
That is the biggest joke we have come 
across for a while. Great caravan park 
though. Pity about the surroundings. We 
are heading northwards tomorrow.



PHOTOS

DISTANT VIEW OF SNOW 
COVERED MOUNTAINS

HILLTOP FARM MANSION

On the Road

AGEN

VIEW FROM THE FREEWAY 
OF ALMERIA CASTLE

WHITE PLASTIC FOR AS FAR AS THE EYE COULD 
SEE FOR MORE THAN 100KMS OF DRIVING

MEDITERRANEAN SEA


