
Orange 
We have decided to take a leisurely four 
days to do the trip to Germany. Today 
was a short leg of 350kms. We picked 
Orange in northern Provence as our stop 
over point.  What a blustery drive! 
Probably the worst winds we have 
experienced in a van.  Motor bikes were 
being pushed around and caravans were 
rocking badly. Sig had to concentrate the 
whole time. The winds started rocking us 
last night and are even continuing now at 
the end of the day. Despite the winds we 
arrived early afternoon and set out to see 
the sights.

Orange is a fabulous old Roman city. It 
has a Roman Theatre that is over 2000 
years old and is one of only three 
remaining virtually intact today. The stage 
backdrop is immense - 37m high. It was 
designed to seat 10,000 spectators. The 
photo shows how small the people look 
in relation to the building! We were very 
impressed. The theatre seating is built 
into a steep slope.  At the top of the 
slope beautiful rock lined tunnels 
provided spaces for the spectators to 
circulate. We wandered through them and 
enjoyed audio visual explanations of the 
life of the theatre. One interesting fact 
was that the spectators were segregated.  

They tell us that France is the best 
place to have a holiday in a 
“camping car”. Free camping spaces 
are placed regularly along the 
motorways and in towns and 
villages. They are well signposted. 
Most of these “AIRES” have water 
and a place to empty the chemical 
toilet. Some have a cost but they 

have electricity and a toilet/shower 
complex. Other countries have 
similar systems - but nowhere as 
good as France however. If we 
come to Europe again we would 
try to buy the booklets showing 
where aires are located. They are 
only available in printed format. 
Online ones need internet access.

Van Friendly

WINDY  Wind must be a problem in this 
area - lots of wind socks dotting the 
countryside (all in horizontal positions 
today). Trees all bending one way too.

WHITE WASH The wind was so strong that 
when we arrived at the coast and looked 
across the sea all we could seen was white.

ROUND WAGONS? Noticed the train 
carriages are rounded (unlike in Australia)? 
Thought it must be because of the many 
tunnels trains have to travel through.
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Old Roman Town

“Foreigners” were placed in the top tiers 
with the whores and the beggars! Also of 
note was their pragmatic approach to the 
design of their statues. They were made so 
that the heads could be replaced when 
different rulers came to power. One of the 
great things about this place is that it is still 
being used as a theatre to this day. The 
streets around the theatre were really 
lovely. We would have loved to have 
wandered longer but it was just too cold.  
We cycled home to our camp site and went 
under the Arch de Triomphe. This is a 
genuine first century monumental arch.  
What a great sight. We can see it now from 
our free overnight park.

Amphitheatre Stage

Amphitheatre Exterior Wall


